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The Initial Period of the Chinese Communist
Party’s Rule of Xingjiang and its Relations
with the Ethnic-minority Elites (1949-1952)

Jun Kumakura
Research Fellow, Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO)

[Abstract])

In recent years, the fundamental and systematic contradiction
caused by the Chinese Communist Party’s ruling of Xingjiang has
become a focus of the global society’s attention. However, it’s a pity
that there are very few empirical analyses based on historical data on
how the Chinese Communist Party ruled Xingjing, particularly the
initial incorporation of the local ethnic-minorities into its governance
system. Since the establishment of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region (XUAR) in December 1949, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has brought in the local elites into the new government. As
the Xinjiang Branch of the CCP Central Committee restructured in
June 1952, the high ranking CCP officials increased the number of
positions for the ethnic-minority elites. The leading power behind
this implementation was Xi Zhongxun, the Second Secretary of the
Northwest Political and Military Affairs Bureau. Xi Zhongxun’s
moderate policies led to a new wave of recruitment of the ethnic-
minority elites at the same time. This article will explore how the
Chinese Communist Party assimilated the elites of the ethnic-minority

at the early stage of its rule in Xingjing (1949-1952).

Keywords: Xingjing, ethnic-minority, Wang Zhen, Xi Zhongxun,
Saifuddin Azizi
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